
The Suburban Republican Woman 

ñRepublican Women are the Life   of the Partyò 
 

May        2009 
Proud member of the  

Florida Federation of Republican Women  

and the National Federation of Republican Women 

Visit Suburban on the web at www.srwcf.org 

òBack to Basicsó 
 

Fashion Show and Luncheon 
 

Wednesday, May 20, 2009 
 

Maison & Jardin Restaurant  
 

11:00 a. m. ~ 1:00 p. m. 
 

Tickets: $30 Per Person 
 

Suburban members will be  
modeling fashions by  

Stein Mart 
Moderated by Marie Johnson 

 
Fashion Show Chairman: Karol Ann Carr  

 407-333-3665  

 
A percentage of the proceeds will be do-

nated to Dignity U Wear, a charity which 

provides new clothing to women getting a 

new start in life. 

 

 

Happy  
\~¤wt¢Ą£  
Day! 
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Presidentõs Word  
May 2009  

 

REPUBLICAN WOMEN ARE GOING  BACK TO BASICS! 
 
 As the SOUL of the Republican Party women are going back to the 

rudiments of what it means to preserve our values.  Since Lincoln, individ-

ual equivalence has been the cornerstone of The Party.  Our 2008 Platform lay out the chal-

lenges we face as Americans and our ability to be resilient with our arms warmly wrapped 

around the future. 

 Republican women are ready to defend our conservative ideas and lead the way with 

clarity while protecting our childrenôs future.  In most households women budget the finances, 

control spending, conserve energy, and protect the health and wealth of the family.  When I 

look at the gender make up of our government and the crises that the Nation is faced with, Iôm 

tempted to open my rolodex to the ñFierce Womenò section to solicit candidates for office. 

 We have great leadership in the Republican party, as the new Chairman gets acclimated, 

we must get back to basics where government spending is in control, where we have a surplus, 

taxes are at a minimal, and small government is synonymous with effective and efficient.  We 

must grow, membership recruitment is crucial.  The One Plus One program has proven to be an 

excellent tool in getting women involved and having them serve to the capacity of their com-

fort. 

 Suburban has been proactive in adopting schools, mentoring young women, providing 

scholarships, encouraging teen membership, and networking opportunities to influence women 

to be active in the process so we can posture ourselves for a win in 2010. 

 In May we will have our signature Fashion Show themed ñBack To Basics.ò I have in-

vited several women to attend, Iôm asking you to do the same.  Please come out and join us as 

our members and elected officials strut their stuff on the runway.  We will be having fun in 

fashion at Maison & Jardin on Wednesday, May 20th at 11:00 a. m.  Stein Mart presented by 

Marie Johnson will provide all fashions.  Please contact Karol Ann Carr or visit www.srwcf.org 

for tickets and information. 

 Please enjoy your summer - we will not be meeting in June and July, however, we will 

be having a girlôs night out social, so check your e-mails.  General Meetings will resume in Au-

gust in time for the NFRW National Convention. 

 Thank you for your continued support.  

 

With Pride, 

 

CeCe Cole, President 

www.SRWCF.org  

 

"I  strongly believe Every Republican Woman Should Be A Member of A Republican Woman's 

Club, Why not Suburban!  Women benefit tremendously from their membership no matter what 

amount of time they have to be involved, they will receive the benefits of being connected to 

other Republican women."  CeCe Cole 
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Support Our Troops 

Linda Edvardsen - 407-324-2268  

linda_edvardsen@yahoo.com 

 

 Remember to bring items for our 

troops  serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.  

Items suggested at this time: Ready to eat 

soups, microwave popcorn, body wash/

shampoo, cheese crackers, peanut butter, 

sugar free gum and mints, Sweet Tarts, sal-

tine crackers, Doritos, Cheetos, dried fruit 

and Girl Scout cookies. Suggested items 

change often due to need and weather con-

ditions. 

 Thank you for your generosity. 

 

    Linda 

Programs 
Karol Ann Carr - First Vice President and Program Chairman 

 

We have had a great year so far, and hope you have joined us for our monthly general meetings. 

In April, former Representative David Simmons spoke and gave us an insiderôs perspective on 

legislation and tax issues in Florida. With all the ñchangesò happening in government these 

days, it has been refreshing to spend time with fellow Republicans and share our interests and 

concerns. 

 

On May 20, we are hosting a lunch and fashion show ñBack to Basicsò at the Maison et Jardin 

in Altamonte Springs. Marie Johnson will be on hand to preview great looks from Stein Mart, 

and a percentage of the proceeds will be donated to our elected charity, the Dignity U Wear 

Foundation. For more information on this remarkable organization please visit their website at 

www.dignityuwear.org. Invitations and tickets have been mailed to all members, and we are 

hoping you will be able to attend and bring a guest as well. For reservations and more informa-

tion, please contact me at carr5047@bellsouth.net or 407-333-3665. The deadline for reserva-

tions is May 15. 

 

We will not be holding general meetings in the months of June and July, but will continue with 

our monthly board meetings the second Wednesday of each month. Please contact me for loca-

tions and times if your are interested in attending.     Karol Ann 

 

More Support for Our Troops 
Helmet Liners for  

Troops in Afghanistan 
 

 One of my quilting friends has a 

son with a Marine unit in Afghanistan 

where it is still very cold even now, and 

some of us are making helmet liners (not 

the ones that come down over the face, 

but just the ones which actually look a 

lot like ski caps). Use 4-ply yarns in 

dark colors as light colors would pick up 

ambient light. It takes about 3-6 hours to 

knit. I will furnish a pattern upon re-

quest. 

  Fran Murray 
407-774-4323 or rmurray@cfl.rr.com 



The Suburban Republican Woman                                              May 2009 4 

Membership 

Mary Blake - Second Vice President 

Membership Chairman 

Mary Tibbitts - Membership Co-Chairman 
 

 The Membership Committee is a great place 

to spend your time. We are looking for a few mem-

bers who would enjoy interacting with our member-

ship, planning some social functions for our mem-

bers or just being a buddy to a new member. If you 

are interested in assisting, please contact Mary 

Blake at mermary300@earthlink.net. 
 

 Welcome new members: 
 

 Cheryl Adamkiewicz - Active  Bush Patron

 Mary Jane Duryea - Active 

Joni Luce - Active 

Annie Russell - Active 

Timothy Luce - Associate 
 

 Our membership now stands at 91 - 72 Ac-

tive members, 13 Associate members, and 6 Sub-

scription members. Thanks to all for keeping our 

Club strong. 
 

    Patronage Levels    

(Includes annual membership)  

                        Lincoln - $100  

                         Reagan - $75    

                           Bush - $65    

 

                    Membership Level 

                          Active - $25 

                      Associate - $12.50 

                       Subscription - $10 

Honored Patrons 

 
 

Lincoln Level 

Connie Austin 

Ann Carr  

Karen Hays 

Nancy King 

The Honorable John Mica 

Pat Mica 

Ann Pinnock 

Bonnie Rogers 

Mary Tibbitts  
 

Reagan Level 

Anita Carlsson-Trout  

Melanie Chase 

Mariann Lansing 

Fran Murray  

Alice Myers 

Sonia Sliger 

Alice Weinberg 
 

Bush Level 

Cheryl Adamkiewicz 

Frank Tibbitts 

 

2009-2010 Suburban Officers 
 

President 

CeCe Cole - 407-430-6753 

First Vice President  

Karol Ann Carr - 407-333-3665 

Second Vice President  

Mary Blake - 407-365-3514 

Membership Co-Chair  

Mary Tibbitts - 407-366-6672 

Recording Secretary 

Marlene Pendergrast - 407-695-1459 

Corresponding Secretary 

Margie Simmons - 407-977-0516 

Treasurer   
Linda Edvardsen - 407-324-2268 

Assistant Treasurer 

Alpha Livingston - 407-682-0849  

From President Reagané 
 ñFreedom is never more than one generation 

away from extinction. We didnôt pass it on to our 

children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, 

protected, and handed on for them to do the same, 

or one day we will spend our sunset years telling 

our children and our childrenôs children what it was 

once like in the United States where men were 

free.ò                       (Contributed by Karen Almond) 
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Member Spotlight 
Mariann Lansing 

 

 I was born in Wilmington Delaware on a cold December 

day to Charles and Emma Shaffer and my sister Betty. After 

graduating from Wilmington High School, I attended Goldie 

Beacom College and was employed as a lab technician with the 

DuPont Company. 

 I became indoctrinated into Republican politics at an 

early age as my parents worked at the polls every election. They 

made me their ñgo-ferò delivering their lunches and sometimes 

dinners as every vote was hand counted ñin those daysò and they 

could work late into the evening. Believe it or not I still have a 

Wilkie for President Button. How many of you can say you re-

member that election, have I really dated myself? 

 After two winters of nothing but ice and snow in Wilmington. I said ñthatôs it we are moving to 

Florida.ò We had vacationed here a couple of times and I fell in love with Floridaôs warm climate, 

cleanliness and the beauty of the state. Itôs a love affair that has endured for over 50 years. 

 So in 1958 the Constantine family, Albert, Mariann, Lee and Holly, moved to Florida to begin a 

new life in the restaurant business. In a few years the entire Constantine clan moved here as well. We 

had developed the Maryland Fried Chicken restaurants and needed all the family help we could get. Lee 

and Holly will tell you they spent most of their after school days next to the juke box studying or playing 

behind the restaurant. That isnôt all true but they think it makes for a good story. 

 The first time I went to register to vote in Florida I was told to register as a Democrat as there 

wouldnôt be a Republican primary. I was shocked! From that day on I made a point of voting in every 

election, state or federal, until Florida finally became a Republican state. I still vote every election. 

 After Lee and Holly graduated from high school, Albert and I divorced. I moved to Sarasota 

with a friend and lived on Lido Beach. It was paradise! Sarasota is probably my favorite place to live 

other than Altamonte Springs.  I enjoyed my time there but my roots were in central Florida so after a 

few years I came back home. 

 That is when Lee informed me he was thinking about running for the Altamonte Springs City 

Commission. Of course my first reaction was ñdo you know what you are getting yourself into!ò That 

was also the first campaign I had actually worked on and found I really liked walking door to door. You 

all know what has happened since that campaign and I couldnôt be prouder of Leeôs accomplishments. I 

still like walking door to door and have done so for many campaigns. 

 Lee introduced me to Charlie Lansing, saying ñyou two will be good for each other, Mom.ò 

Well, he turned out to be right. Charlie and I married in 1990 and I have never been happier. After all 

Charlie introduced me to Gator Football and it canôt get any better than that! And to make life even more 

compatible he is a Republican. 

 When Lee first ran for Legislature I decided to become more involved in politics. A friend in-

vited me to a Suburban RWCF luncheon. I had never been a club person so I was pleasantly surprised to 

see how much I enjoyed it. The friendships I have developed over the years are irreplaceable. I am also a 

member of the Central Council of the Florida House, Altamonte Springs Historical Society, an associate 

member of the West Orange RWC, the Winter Park RWC and am presently serving as co-chair of the 

NFRWôs 35th Biennial Convention. See what happens when you innocently join a political club! 

 My passions, besides my family, are reading, traveling, especially away Gator games, puzzles, 

sports and politics, not necessarily in that order. Charlie and I are blessed to have Lee, Holly, Charlieôs 

daughter Charal, and our granddaughters, Amber and Alicia, all living within driving distance or boating 

distance as in Leeôs case. When you have so many positives in your life there isnôt room for negatives, 

life is wonderful!   

 

Mariann Lansing 
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Dates to Remember 
 

Suburban Board Meeting - Wednesday, May 13, 2009 - 9:30 AM  

Mimiôs Caf® - Altamonte Springs 
 

òBack to Basicsó  

Fashion Show - Wednesday, May 20, 2009 - 11 AM - 1 PM  

Maison & Jardin Restaurant -  Tickets are $30 Per Person 

For tickets and information, contact Karol Ann Carr - 407-333-3665 or carr5047@bellsouth.net 
 

Seminole County Republican Executive Committee (SCREC) 

Meets on the third Thursday of the month - 7:30 PM  

 Eastmonte Civic Center - Altamonte Springs  

Chairman - Jason Brodeur - SCREC Headquarters # - 407-261-9949 
 

Charity Challenge - Saturday, May 16, 2009 - Citrus Bowl 

For more information, contact Mariann Lansing - 407-834-9932 
 

Teal Ribbon 5K Run and Walk - Benefitting the Ovarian Cancer Alliance of Florida 

Sunday, May 17, 2009 - 6 AM Check-in begins - 7:30 AM Start - Oviedo Marketplace Mall  

 $25 before May 3, 2209 - $30  May 3-16, 2009 

Ovarian Cancer Alliance of Florida - 1855 WSR 434 - Suite 282 - Longwood, FL 32750 
 

 

CBC (Community Based Care of Seminole) - ñIt Takes a Villageò Breakfast - FREE Event! 

Wednesday, May 27, 2009 - 7:30 AM - 9:00 AM  - Lake Mary Event Center 

 260 N. Country Club Road - Lake Mary 

Reservations - Karen Almond @ kaforty98@aol.com or 407-699-1651 
 

NFRW Convention - September 10-13, 2009 - Caribe Royale Hotel - Orlando 

Co-Chairs: Mariann Lansing - 407-834-9932 and Carolyn Booth - 407-884-4334 

(See page 9 of this issue for more information) 

 

FFRW Biennial Convention - TBA 

Volunteer Hours 
 

 Ladies, remember all those hours you spent on the campaigns of 2008? Please jot them 

all down and send them to Fran Murray, our Volunteer Hours Chairman. 
 

Fran Murray - 635 Greenbrier Blvd. 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714-2334 

407-774-4323 - rmurray@cfl.rr.com  

The Suburban Republican Woman Newsletter 

 Suburban is taking a hiatus this summer, so this newsletter is the last one until the Au-

gust issue. Have a wonderful summer! 

Nancy King - Editor  

1011 Encourte Green - Apopka, FL 32712-2101 

407-886-4202 - e-mail: ncking@msn.com 
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Inspirational  
Marie Troseth ~ Chaplain  

 
In Flanders Fields 

 
By Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD 

(1872-1918)  Canadian Army 
 
In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The Larks, still bravely singing, fly  
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders Fields. 
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe:  
To you from failing hands we throw  
The torch; be yours to hold it high,  
If ye break faith with us who die  
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders Fields. 
 
After seventeen days of constantly treat-
ing injured men in the Ypres salient in 
1915,  LCOL McCrae was particularly dis-
traught over the  death of one young offi-
cer for whom he officiated at the burial in 
the absence of the chaplain. The day after 
that, he wrote this memorable poem. 

Sunshine 
 

Happy Birthday 

 

May 2 ~ Alice Myers 

May 3 ~ Beverly Blackmon 

May 8 ~ Joan Clow 

May 11 ~ The Honorable JoAnn Lucarelli 

May 16 ~ Melanie Chase 

May 26 ~ Betty Anderson 

May 30 ~ Sandy Taylor 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

June 7 ~ Elizabeth Thompson 

June 13 ~ The Honorable David Simmons 

June 20 ~ Mary Tibbitts 

June 26 ~ Cheryl Adamkiewicz 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

July 6 ~ Claudia Platt 

July 9 ~ Diane Bonheim 

July 13 ~ The Honorable Don Eslinger 

July 15 ~ Connie Austin 

July 19 ~ Virginia Bomford 

July 25 ~ Eileen Long 

 

Get Well Wishes 

 To Virginia Bomford who is recover-

ing from surgery...To CeCe Cole who is recov-

ering from surgery...To Betty Richardson who 

has been ill...To Marie Troseth who is recov-

ering from back and foot problems... 

 

We Miss Your Presence 

Connie Austin  

June Columbus  

Norma DeWolf 

Bonnie Donihi 

Betty Richardson 

 

Congratulations! 

 To CeCe Cole who was elected to 

serve on the FFRW Nominating Committee. 

(Election of FFRW officers will take place at 

the FFRW Convention in the fall.) To Bonnie 

Rogers who has a new grandchild, a girl, 

McKenzie Rickheim.  

Condolences 
 

 To Karen Almond and her family 
during this time of grieving the loss of her fa-
ther. We will keep you in our prayers. 
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LEGISLATIVE NEWS  
The 2009 Florida Legislature passed many laws this year...some are listed below. 

 

Crime 

Á Making the smuggling of illegal aliens a state crime. 

Á Authorizes Florida to track the sale of prescription drugs through pharmacies and clinics. 

Á Requiring DNA samples from suspects in felonies from burglary to murder - applies even if 

suspect is not convicted. 

Á Requires police to offer aid to rape victims, such as obtaining medical treatment, forensics 

exams and crisis intervention,  in addition to advising them of their legal rights and reme-

dies. 

Education 

Á Allowing the public universities in Florida to raise tuition  by up to 15 percent a year until 

the rate reaches the national average. 

Á Public school students who lose or damage books would have to pay 100 percent replace-

ment costs. 

Á Would loosen zero-tolerance policies at schools in order that police are not called for trivial 

matters. 

Á Award  high school diplomas to Vietnam veterans who left school to serve. 

Government 

Á Those high level employees and elected officials under 

the umbrella of the state retirement system must stay 

in retirement six months before returning to a job cov-

ered by the plan. 

Insurance 

Á Customers of the state-backed Citizens Property Insur-

ance Corp. would see increase in premiums of up to an 

average of 10 percent. 

Transportation  

Á Motorists who do not buckle their seat belts may be 

ticketed. Previously, motorists could not be stopped 

for failure to buckle their seat belts, if that were their 

only infraction. 

Á Local governments would not be able to charge people 

who cause car accidents for their emergency response 

services. 

Taxes 

Á Proposed an amendment to the state constitution on 

the ballot in 2010 that would give military personnel 

deployed overseas an additional tax break on their pri-

mary homes. 

Unemployment Compensation 

Á About 250,000 Floridians would receive up to 20 

weeks of extra unemployment benefits.  

(Source: The Orlando Sentinel) 

 

Floridaôs Capitols - Old and New 
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NFRW 35TH BIENNIAL   

CONVENTION UPDATE  

āc¢tp£¥¢t£ ~u U{~¢xspĂ 
 

 

Registration Fee 

Register online between May 15 and Aug 15 and save $5 on your registration fee. 

Early Registration - May 15 - June 21 - $355 

Regular Registration - June 22 - Aug 15 - $370 

Late Registration - Aug 16 - Aug 26 - $445 

On Site Registration - $545 

 Full registration includes the Opening Reception, General Sessions, Saturday and Sun-

day Luncheons, Workshop attendance, Credentials and Convention Welcome Bag. Note: It 

does not include admission to the Campaign Management School or Hotel Registration. 

 

Caribe Royal Hotel 
Hotel Registration 

Group ID: 838  Password: 1227   Group Rate: $139.000 Per Night 

Get $10.00 per night discount by reserving your room by June 15.  

 To make your reservation by phone, call 1-800-823-8300 and indicate you are with 

NFRW. Deadline to make your reservation  as part of the NFRW room block is August 9, 2009. 

 Sunday, September 13, will be the election of officers. Polls will be open from 7 a. m. to 

8:15 a. m. The NFRW Nominating Committee consists of  nine members. They are: Lisa 

Roper, of TX (Chairman), Sara Jo Odom of OK (Secretary), Jo Mitchell of NM, Linda Petrou 

of NC, Millie Rogers of GA, Noreen Thomas of AZ, Freida von Schiller of NY, Christine Pe-

ters of NH (Alternate), and Linda Ivell of FL (Alternate)  

 For up to date information, visit nfrw.org...click on ñNews and Events.ò  Then click on 

ñConventions.ò At the top of the page will be listed the most recent information for the conven-

tion, from ñRegistrationò to ñHotelò to ñEvents,ò etc.   

 From the opening night reception to the close of the event on Sunday, expect to have a 

wonderful time and meet many interesting people. 

 

Convention Director:  Anna Lee - 1-800-373-9688 or alee@nfrw.org 

Convention Co-Chairs:  

Carolyn Booth - 407-884-4334 or CarolynBooth@earthlink.net 

Mariann Lansing - 407-834-9932 or mlans1221@aol.com 
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The Suburban Republican Woman  
is a publication of the 

Suburban Republican Womenôs Club, Federated 

(In Seminole County, Florida) 
 

Return Address: 

P. O. Box 162958 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32716-2958 
 

President ~ CeCe Cole 
 

Editor ~ Nancy King 

Honoring Abraham Lincoln  

 
 Two hundred years ago on February 12,  1809, Abraham Lincoln was born in a log 

cabin near what is now Hodgenville, Kentucky. In 1816 the Lincoln family moved to Indiana 

where the land was surveyed and sold by the federal govern-

ment. 

 In 1818 Nancy Hanks Lincoln, Abrahamôs mother, 

passed away from  drinking poisoned milk. The following 

year, his father, Thomas, married Sarah Bush Johnston, a 

widow with three children, in Kentucky. Abraham was very 

much attached to his stepmother, referring to her as ñmy 

angel mother.ò Abraham had an older sister, Sarah. A 

brother died in infancy. 

 Abraham became an expert at splitting wood with an 

axe. One of his chores was to split poles to make fence rails, 

and as a presidential candidate he became known as the 

Railsplitter. 

 Abraham Lincoln had less than a full year of formal 

education in his entire life. His stepmother encouraged him 

to learn and at an early age, he could read, write and do sim-

ple arithmetic. 

Memorial  Day! May 25 

 


